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Drejace

Swanton — How well do you know your town? Do you know where the town started?
When? When it moved? Why? Location of the school prior to the present one?

Do you know when the Doughboy was presented? Why? Where the U. S. Food Com-
pany was? What was made there?

The pictorial history presented here for your reminiscing pleasure will not answer
dl your questions, but it will perhaps start you on your way to delve into some of the
incidents and events that made the history of Swanton, to learn some of the poignant
memories of yesteryear and to take time to treasure those future memories being lived
today.

- 11

1 -
Elame KNeller

The committee does not offer this as a complete history of Swanton, rather it has
been compiled from pictures submitted by some interested persons in response to a plea
in the local news media. A sincere thank you to the many who shared their pictures and
their memories; our apologies for any misnomers.

Bicentennial Book Committee: Elaine Keller, Midge Walter, co-chairwomen; Jana Broglin;
Norma Slawinski; Myrna Purdy; Richard Harding; Nancy Miller; Bill Miller; Eva Carpenter;
John Bonam; Gail Phipps, sketches.
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A Dictorial History o} Swanton, Ohio
C hen and Now

The eighty-seventh county erected in the
State of Ohio is Fulton, in which there
is a village of Swanton.

OHIO STATEHOOD 1803
FULTON COUNTY ERECTED  2/28/1850
SWANTON INCORPORATED 2/19/1883
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In the Beginning
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Swanton had some difficulty deciding
where to Jocate. In 1848 the first settlement
called Swanton was established about a mile
east of the Fulton—Lucas line on State
Route 2 at the end of the present Scott
Road. It contained a store, a wagonshop,
and a blacksmith shop. Both Mr. Kirkland
and David Miller had hotels there. These
were used by settlers on their way to
Maumee, the nearest trading post.

About 1850, the plank road called “The
Pike” was built from Maumee, through
Lucas County into Fulton County about
eleven miles, stopping between the present
Delta and Wauseon. Few motorists skimming
along Airport Highway today realize that
they are riding over ghosts of sturdy old
logs, split lengthwise and lying side by side
at intervals of six to eight inches which
our pioneer founders cut from the virgin
forests and rolled into their places in the
mud.
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Nor are these motorists aware as they collect a toll ticket
on the Ohio Turnpike that follows the northern border of
Swanton, that a toll gate for the Plank Road Pike was situat-
ed about one and one half miles east of Swanton, to collect
fares from people using the road. Toll charge: 10 cents.

Turnpike — Then and Now!



A Pioneer cemetery was located on Scott Road
hill north of the Old Plank Road, and on the
hill north of that was a log school overlooking
Swan Creek. This was replaced in 1867 by a
two story frame building.
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East Swanton School
1867 — 1909

Former students remember when Swan
Creek overflowed and the bridge collapsed
as the school wagon was crossing to take
the children home. The horses swam the
wagon to safety, but it was a long re-
membered excitement.

East Swanton Cemetery

East Swanton School — Teacher: Lottie Matzinger
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This was the house
which became the first

Valleywood golf
course c. 1940,

Valleywood Clubhouse.

Reunion picture of the class of 1939 in front of

the old clubhouse. The new one can be seen under
construction in the background.

Others beside the present day golfers have “play
ed” on the land now known as Valleywood Golf
Club, located on Airport Highway. This was at
the location of the original Swanton and their
neighbors, a tribe of 300 Indians who lived in a
village on the north bank of Swan Creek. The farm
was originally owned by Erastus Brown, later by
J. E. Coon who remodeled the house. When the
golf club was organized, the house was again
rebuilt and remained in use until the new club

house was built.

Valleywood today.



East Swanton thrived for a while, but with the building of the Plank Road, a
village began to grow about one quarter mile west of the Fulton County line. It
was called Centerville at first, later Swanton. To distinguish between the two
Swantons, they were called East Swanton (Lucas County) and West Swanton

(Fulton County). A former school now called Swanton Township Hall number 11
marks the site.

The “Hall’” in 1914 when it
was still a school. Claire
Webb Coon was the teacher.

Township Hall as it is today.



West Swanton continued to grow. A. J. Allman opened a dry
goods business. Then Wesley Knight bought the hotel and
about Christmas time his intentions of running a Temperance
Hotel from the first of the year were made known. The
laborers from the railroad and other sympathizers decided
they should make the most of their last chance, and they
had a riotous time at the hotel on Christmas Day. When the
Knight family arrived Christmas night they found the landlord
and his wife lying on the bed in a drunken stupor; the bar-
room floor was covered with whiskey up to one and one-half
inches deep, the barrel-bungs having come Ioose; and the stove
was broken into many pieces. The Knight family slept on the
sitting room floor, the most nearly decent place in the house.
The next morning Wesley Knight opened for business, which

continued for another forty years and never once served
Intoxicating beverages.

Wesley Knight

R

“Grandpa” John Templeton lived west of the Centerville settlement in this log
cabin he had built. He raised a large family of stout, hardy boys and girls. John
weighed about 450 pounds. He came to this area in 1853,



View of Airport Highway and South Main in the
early 1900’s. The combination gas station,
grocery store & colonial bus station, shown on
the left, was later used for storage by the Lee &
Cady Co.

On the right the road signs directed drivers to
Blissfiled, 16 miles; Metamora, 10 miles; Swan-
ton, 1 mile; and Caraghar (Assumption), 7 miles.

Today — a little farther East.

Centerville or West Swanton located on Airport

Highway

— Chicago Pike
— The Pike
— Plank Road

Some persons will remember this small gas statlonthat was once located at the corner
of Alrport Highway and South Main St. There were no gas pumps, so gas had to be
measured by either & one gallon or a five gallon container. The far left portion, or the
brick building, was left and then remodeled, and. ... . - -

made into the building shown above. This was a familiar sight for many years. At one
time the Hollie Bartlerts owned a grocery store in the right section of the above building
and the Sohio Statlon was operated out of the left section.

Aud Now

Just last Thursday the Swanton landmark was razed te make way for a new Sohio
Station. B & L. Wrecking, Toledo, was in charge of the destruct§pn of the station. Within
15 minutes, the building was completely down. Bill Paxton and Roosevelt McCoy were
part of the team: In charge and were given instructions not to destroy the tulips located

on the boulevard. It seems Wayne Mohr, former owner of the station, is a sentamentalist
shrnt prline and wae naneam- B Pl Adeneee Ren



Aerial view of Centerville ¢. 1950




Even before Fulton County was formed, the pioneers saw the need for better transportation
and they tried to promote the establishment of a railroad in the area. When the Junction
Railroad was started it was planned to connect the markets from Cleveland to Chicago.
Some work was done and stocks were purchased by many area residents. It failed to carry
through its project because in 1854 it was bought out by the Lake Shore and Michigan
Southern. About then they had started their own railroad, the “Air Line” and it was rapidly
put into service. It ran from Toledo, west through Fulton and Williams counties into Indiana
and on to Chicago. In 1853 the Air Line passenger train was serving Swanton and the mail

was carried by train instead of by wagon. These early trains caused much excitement and
residents thought it a real occasion to “see the train come in.” The coming of the railroad
brought an increase in settlers and in business affairs. A new age was begun.
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T he New ﬂge
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Che New Age

With the beginning of the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern, Swanton began to flourish.

Section gang at Swanton Depot, 1892.

Keeping the tracks in order required a lot of work and this crew had not only men as
workers but small boy admirers. Shown are Doc Metz, Henry Fisher, Jacob Fisher, Emerson
Wicks, Louis Bowers, John Dill, John Caskey (foreman), Martin Fels, Albert Gilmore, Otto
Sperling, Sam Minnich (crossing watchman), Jesse Ickes Sr., Philo Scott, Gottlieb Bringhoff,
Frank (Benny) Mills, August Berban, Charles Turnbull (foreman), Boys: Ray (Colonel)
Beecher, Guy Marsh, Wallace Hallett, Ed Caskey, Fred Brindley and Guy Rowland.

These two workmen were the only people
employed to check the tracks for broken
rails on the New York Central System in
1911.

Charles Jacobs Frank Gardner

12.



A view of Swan Creek that goes under the
railroad tracks and around the side of the
reservoir.

This water tank was located on the south side

£ ol g ilpmad . ln e n i ctramt o
I (€ raursad, west o1 ing main sirect <ross-

Q

ing. Trains passing through took on water ior
the steam engines. The water was pumped into
the water tower by a gasoline engine.

When the railroad tracks were
constructed a large reservoir was
dug beside them.

In the early days the citizens
of Swanton made good use of
their reservoir. In the summer-
time they swam in it, and in the
wintertime, ice was cut from it
and stored in an ice house on its
southern bank.

In the early 1900’s the water
broke through the banks of
the reservoir and caused flood-

ing.
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1909 — C. F. Smith & Famﬂy, J. C. Curtis

s. 217b—lmuEks—1OOL SHIPPING RECEIPT.

THE LAKE SHORE & MICHIGAN SOUT HFR\I I\M&WAY 0. The Lake Shore and Michigan Southern started
F.J CUPHVX 10—
Received from.___ " *

AGE RHORE i
Feontente of 1

about 1854, It first consisted of 2 wood burning

ot gand onler, excont na noted feontents nal
aid Company ngreos to earey to suhd desting-

engine, a car for hauling wood and water, and one

t i o] rnutn to \S ghn'\lll:n

passenger coach. It sometimes reached the fantastic
speed of 15 miles per hour, which was considered

agdreed that the rate of jreight from.......
_islobe_

so fast as to be unbelievable by many pioneers.

And (M/LUII(,/ d charges al_

MARKS, CONSIGNEES AND DESTINATION. | Dabjast by Correctisa.

W//L&Mz oy .
VA7 R W E7 S sy g v N
@ )

Slpafpicd [ 28 i

B jr
[ ! 1 |I
. .|

Fresght Agent.

Shipping receipt, 1901,

The buggies may have been left by the
people boarding the special theatre train
which was run from Swanton to Toledo
on the Lake Shore railroad. Fare for
round trip was 40 cents.

14



Lake Shore & Michigan Southern

e

Engineer and fireman pose proudly beside their engine 562 loaded with coal and ready to roll.

L.S&M.S R.R

TIME TABLE.
J. GEHRING, Agent, Swanton
A J.>uith,G. P. A. Cleveland, Oho.

GOING WEST

. 37. - No. 157.* No. 151

Toledo..... . Lt m 7450 m5:00 pm
Swanton ,|11:42 %1120 m:5:35pm
Wauseon .. L1209 2 m|8:32 o mi6:00 p m
GOING EAST.. ! No. 152. 1 No. 2. No. 2%
Wauseon . P7.40ami2:id6p m 257 pn
Swanton, C8:W8am3:13p m,

Toledo.... | 8:40am\3:50 P m|3:50 pm

The smoke was not a sign of pollution — only

' . o a sign to ‘“come watch the train go through’.
A crossing East of Swanton. & g g
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The building on the right was b
the freight depot where the ;
train stopped daily to unload
the mail, as well as pick up or
unload freight. This is the
present location of the rescue
squad building.

The little building is where
coal was kept to heat both
depots.

Burr Allen’s livery barn, present
location of McQuade’s law
office.

Board walk
of

Swanton.

See the street car
coming down the
track!

Broadway N. Y. city
never looked like
Broadway,  Swan-
ton, Ohio.

16



QT
T&1L

Passenger
Car

Toledo & Indiana Railway.
S -~ h TIME CERD.
GOING EAST.

feave, Lenve, Leave Arrive,

Early in 1903 the Toledo and Indiana Electric Railway was built ~ »ppion Dol - santon - oted.
along the north side of the New York Central railroad. It curved into
Broadway, crossed Main St. and turned west on Dodge. A frame
building next to the corner of Main and Dodge was moved back and
became the depot. This allowed the street car a more direct path and S
explains the unusual shape at the rear of the corner building. From e GOING WEST.
Swanton the “‘trolley”” went on to Delta, Wauseon, Pettisville and B S B S

si0a m 630 um
00 4. m., TO7 . 7 745
2o Y

Archbold. On the return trips passengers could board anywhere along i

550 a. m,

B
0 o6
o2

N3 S 45
o 0 %
10 35 115
10 p.m. 1230 pom
2 135

h

the line. This was called “taking the car”.

[
& A
T ® oo
® 53 CRE]
1000 10 30
125 it 43
S A m

Freight

b aeis | QP

The T & I Freight Car brought groceries
to Swanton, which horse and wagon
e , » . teams delivered to the grocery stores.
- 2 R \ » On the return trip it picked up flour
Picture courtesy Toledo—Lucas County Public Library from the Swanton Mill for Toledo.
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Members of the Swanton Volunteer Fire Department c. 1900, no doubt posing befor

seen in the background, for a days outing at Toledo Beach.

The first equipment consisted of a hand pumper, re-
quiring twenty men to operate and a ladder truck. The
hose was carried on a reel supported by two large
wheels. All this equipment was hand-drawn and hand-
operated, and for this reason, the department consisted
of a great many members, usually from 50 to 100.

Water was supplied from cisterns located every few
blocks from the center of town out into the residential
district.

The hook and ladder truck was equipped with possibly 25 t

i

T. J. Pilliod,
Fire Chief
1928 — 1949

to 30 leather
buckets. This bucket brigade, and the hand pumper, supplying water through
a hose line were Swanton’s only protection until the village installed a water-
works system in the 1900’s. At that time, the hand pumper was dispensed
with, and an additional reel of hose was added, which could be connected

to hydrants spaced throughout the town.

Swanton Village Trucks

18

Swanton Volunteer

€ boarding the trolley

Fire Department.

First Meeting 20 Years Ago

A meeting of tbe interested citrzsoe
of Swanton wee held for the organiza-
of a fire company on Wednesdsy, Feb.

20, 1805 ip the Curtis Bldg.

which

served as temperary headqguarters for

the engine.

Tne following oificers and comumit-

ee8 were chosen.
F. E. Pilliod, Chief
C. B, Mareh, Asst, Chief,

B F Millg, Foreman.
‘Theo. Little, ist. Nozzslman,
A F. Coon, 2od, Nozzelmsu,
Side Captains

WA, Scott, Jr-
Herb Mills

Ambrose Browa
J. B, Templetoo

Commirtiees on By Laws,

W. A. Scott, Jr.,
F, E, Pilljod

W. W. Gesr

Congtititiion and By Laws

were




Other means of transportation were available in the early days.

Sleigh Ride in 1910.

Plummers, on the corner of St. Clair and South
Main, has been built right around this house.
Joe Perkins rented sleighs for sleigh ride parties.

Surrey with the fringe on top.

Horse and Buggy
Peter Dumaresq and daughters — Carrie, Minnie, Ethel Hamilton — the driver.
and Besse.

19



Store keepers and city folk welcome farmers with horse drawn wagons, in town for shopping or bringing
grain to the mill. Fancy fly fringe hung over the horses.

But if they couldn’t get “in” to town W. H. Mills peddied tin wear and dry goods through the country
for 61 years. He lived at 201 Clark Street, present home of the Ira Hardings. He used to stay with them
when they lived in the country — late in the evening just drive in and unhitch his horses — knew he’d be

welcome.

All dressed up in their finest bonnets and headed for a social gathering in a wagon with mud coated wheels.

20



After the horse came these ‘“‘new fangled machines”, and Swanton residents began driving motorcycles
with sidecars and high, spoke-wheeled, open and side curtained automobiles.

Automobiles of the day were
referred to as Machines or Autos.

Peter Dumaresq, Ferne Baker, Bill
Butler, Besse Dumaresq, Edgar Baker

o e in a2 motorcycle with sidecar.
The Stanley Steamer

“Pope Toledo’ Auto.

21



1912, New cars lined up in front of the present McNeills garage after a Corn
Festival parade the year the garage was built. Josie Deck, dealer, standing.
Dick Harding is in the center car. These are EMF (every morning fix-it)

and Flanders Cars made by Studebaker.

Buggy horse on Main Street. The
cannon in the background was moved

to the park.

Dick Harding — 1912 — behind the wheel of a
right hand drive “machine’’.

G5

A Chalmers c. 1920. Wright & Grove Houses in
background.
22



Star Cars sold by
Harry Plummer.

Edgar Baker
in
Nash Touring Car
1919

" ok ot 55 s 2

1 cylinder Cadillac — 1902.
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A fella could always go horseback — — —

Or even walk — as is Abe Kaley, seen hoof-
ing it along North Main — no doubt going
to Swan Creek fishing. Fish in Swan Creek?
Old timers swear to it!

24



Swantcn - fhe €own
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Swanton - {he {own

SWANTON, O.

BUSINESS DIRICTORY.

T\) “/N Ol‘ Flb[ALS
WDr A B Ldthr()p

Diitiod
oed

11&: Mm sh

The name of Swanton came from Swan Creek, but the origin

of the name of the creek is uncertain. It has been said that

some early settlers mistook some cranes on the creek for

Police Justice

Fred Helfriech ~ R'W Fenton swans and thus named the stream Swan Creek.

Councitmen. ..~ J W Vavghan TW Kuight
T Livingston S W Siy

Justice s of Pu,ce Fulton 1‘wp .G W HHumphrey
" © Swau Creek ' J B Templeton

Hon W A Sc m:t, Sec J Hall

Schoel Board... DrA B Lathrop L D Bover

{ Dpduuimg B ¢ Wilcux

{Tohn F. McBride, J.I.Mianich

Dr. W, A Scott,3.D.Spaulding
\l‘ red Helt ic h, M. R. Martin.

GHURGHES.

TH,B PIRST BAPTIST C HI l{(I[

REV DS B()YD PASTOR,
Services every Sunday at (la m and at 7 P
nddy sthool at @ <t m.

Iealth Board <

I{L thli(’l’h ‘[\(()l’\l (I{l RCH,
RSV N BULOVE DD, P, \\[()R.
Services every de;ny at 10 a1 and at 7 pm
Runday school at 9a m.
Junior League 2,30 p m. Epworth League from
%io T pm.

SEBASTIAN LIPE, I X\l()R
Srrvices,
At Swavray, every other funday ab 2 p.om. aud
every other funduy at 8 p.om.
Atb Spuxcer, every other Sunday at 12 m. and
every other Sunday at s p.om.

THL L\L\\“ (ri HM, \\ B APTIST (CHURCH,
BY

et iiTE

Today A Welcome extended by the service clubs and lodges
to all who travel Airport Highway.
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1. Football Field
2. Swanton School
3. Methodist Church
4. Swanton Missionary
5. Catholic Church
6. Swanton Hardware
7. Klings 5 & 10
8.A&P
9. F & M Bank

10. Ned Hill’s Garage

11. Food Locker

12. Koepfer’s Farm Implements
13. Masonic Temple

14. Smith House

15. Pilliod Cabinet Company
16. Pilliod Company

17. Old Grain Mill

18. Water Tower

19. Scottdel

20. Foundry Building

21. A. D. Baker Company
22. Depot

23. K of P Building

24. Busack Lumber Co.
25. Czajka Heating

26. Buckeye Chevrolet
27. Missionary Alliance
28. Town Hall

27



Timeout to smile for the birdie as these gentlemen pass the
time of day with the flagman.
28



An interesting display in Nofzinger’s Jewelry Store window. Don’t miss the ornate clocks, the
model train, and the watches hanging just inside.

See the Baker Co. Band in the tractor drawn wagon coming down Broadway.
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Roof top view
of Swanton.

The spot where Swan-
ton’s young ’uns spent
their days dominates
this view.

Who can remember when Miller and Cherry Street Swanton Main street on a snowy winter day.
looked like these two-track wagon paths??
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Building on the right corner was a hotel. People drove their stock into town for loading on the train — this
was the day for pigs!!

Some time later — the hotel on the right corner was replaced by the Pilliod Opera House building.
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Main Street
looking North
1900’s

12 Gt G

The Farmers and Merchants
Deposit Company, a State
Bank, was organized in
May, 1901.

THIT FARMERS
& MERCHANTS
DEPOSIT CO.

ﬁeneral Banking & SaVi"gS- Main Street, 1ooking North, Swanton, Ohio.

OPERA HOUSE BLOCK, SWANTON, O.

—

L. N. PILLIOD, PrEs- C. T BRINDLEY, V-PRES,
L. D. BOYER, Szc’y. GEO. R. ACKERMAN, CASHIER.

The house was for shelter
for Mr. Crane who was
the watchman at the rail-
road tracks.
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North Main looking South
on a blustery winter
day in 1900.

A thriving
business
community
c. 1910.

83 Main St..Looking S,, Swanton, Q.

33



The streets are still un-
paved. The first building on
the left was a laundry, next

an ice cream parlor, then
a hardware.

Progress — from dirt streets
to brick paving —

From all horse and buggics
above to one auto in the
picture on the right.

Then in the 1920’s some
half-dozen Model A coupes
and sedans line the streets.
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Bricking Main Street

This picture dating back to August 30, 1897 was taken on North Main Street. The bricks for the pavement
can be seen in the background on both sides. The man with the shovel in the fore ground is Wales Griffin.
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YOU FURNISH THE FAMILY.
I'LL FURNISH THE HOME.

An ad from the 2nd annual
Farmers Institute Program,
Jan. 4 — 5, 1904.

Call and see our line of Furniture before furnishing your home.

C. J. BRINDLLEY,

UNDERTAKING A SPECIALTY. SWANTON, OHIO.

Here he is doing just what his
ad says — furnishing the
home!

C. J. Brindley — 1921

In @ffectionate Wemembrance of
SARAH PITMAN ELSON,
Who Died at Famouth, September 4tk, 187¢,
Aged 72 Years, Interred at Littleham,

These are they who came out of much tribulation
Rev. 7. 14th verse.

A memorial card from 1870.

37



Al Sagert in his res-
taurant, presently
“Helen’s”’, where one
could get a good hot
meai, a stick of penny
candy, or even a 5¢ ice
cream cone.

At the time of the Civil War,
Sagerts Restaurant  (Swanton
Savings and Loan now) was a
visiting spot for the boys on
furlough, a place where they could
get warm by the hard coal stove
seen in the background.

40

This was the location of Ned
Hill’s Chevrolet and Auto Supplies
at one time. The front was the
office and the back a showrcom
for the new model cars.

Mother Sagert, Art Sagert,
Sagert, Elsie Munson.

that’s “Dad” with the moustache, Roy



Frogley’s Clothing Store
Harry Frogley A. A. Purdy
Customer or ‘loafer”

Telephone office typical of the
early 1900’s. Swanton’s was
located above the Farmer and
Merchants bank. Notice the Currier
and Ives prints.

Below — Boyer’s Hardware Store
Located North of '] & J Pharmacy, the
long-bearded man was Mr. Boyer. There’s
the pot belly stove for “sittin’ and
visitin’,” Wilson heater stove, oil stove,
lawn mower, nail bins, and don’t miss
the old cook stoves.




NORTH MAIN STREET — EAST SIDE

Charlie Brenner in front of the

LA FRAMCE Theqtre harness shop where Dr. Cooley’s

SWANTON, O. — UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT office is now. The wooden hitch-

OPEN SUN., MON.; THURS,, FRL, SAT. ing rail is there waiting for

, ]
FRL, SAT. MAY 16.17 customer’s convenience.
— DOUBLE FEATURE —
LaFrance Theatre DEAN MARTIN, JERRY LEWIS IN
113 33
Ad — “Curse of SCARED STIFF
— ALSO —

Frankenstein.”

“THE CURSE OF FRANKENSTEIN”

WILL HAUNT YOU FOREVER

SUN., MON. MAY 17-18
MATINEE 2:30 SUNDAY — SHOWS CONTINUOUS
GARY COOPER, INGRID BERGMAN IN

“FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS”

BY ERNEST HEMINGWAY

Ned Hill’s Garage, LaFrance Theatre, Post Office

c. 1950 — Steve & Leslie Geer. ‘“Doc”’
Stine’s Dental office in the back-
ground. Later Doctor Bowman’s

office.
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Swanton Man Wins
Race, Saves $5,000

An elderly bank president
from Swanton, who was trans-
porting $5,000 in his auto, es-
caped a holdup attempt yester-
day on West Bancroft Street
after the bandits fired two shots
into his car.

M. J. Linehan, 80, president

of the Swanton Farmers & Mer-
chants Deposit Co., said he sped
away from the bandits’ car
after the shots were fired and
managed to elude them.

On Way From Westgate

The bank president had ob-
tained $5,000 in silver from the
Westgate branch of the Toledo
Trust Co. at West Central Ave-
nue and Secor Road and was
carrying it in his car to his
bank.

He said he was driving during
a rainstorm on a deserted sec-
tion of West Bancroft when he
noticed another car following
his. When he slowed because of
the heavy rain, the other car
did likewise, he said.

Reports Hearing 2 Shots

Then, he said, the other car,
containing two men, pulled
alongside as if the driver in-
tended to pass. But the passen-
ger in the car held his hand
toward Mr. Linehan and said:
“Hold it; hold it; hold it,”” ac-
cording to the banker.

Mr, Linehan said he believed
something was wrong with his
car and was preparing to stop
when he heard the two shots.

Banker, Shot At, Hits Gas
To Foil Robbery Attempt

M. J. LINEHAN

80, still fast on accelerator

He said he immediately pressed
down on the accelerator and
outdistanced the would-be rob-
bers. By the time he reached
Crissey Road, he said, he had
lost the other car.

One of the shots hit the front
seat of Mr. Linehan’s car, and
the other struck the left rear
hub cap.

Twelve years later Mr. Linehan provided a service

to his community in quite a different way.

War Bond Drive — 1943
monument was erected on the railroad

This
grounds where the rest room now stands. John
the county Richard
Harding the Swanton chairman. The monument

Linehan was chairman,

was replaced with the memorial now located on

the railroad grounds where the depot stood.
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Depicting former occupants on the west side of Main Street.
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Wright’s Bakery where Dr.
Schlade’s office is.

~__ W. C. WRIGHT

In his new quarters on the west
side of Main Street,

Fresh Bread. Pies & Cakes Daily

Inside this orderly bakery,
we see Winnie Sagert behind
the counter ready to serve
you from the neatly stacked
canned good shelves, candy
jars, cigars and of course
the goodies fresh from the
oven.
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Fels shoe store.

1899
Charles Fels

The finest array of shoes
anywhere, and boots neatly
lined up under the counter.

And when in Swanton and need
anything in the Shoe Line

We are Headquarters for __~

Men’s, Wemen’s and Children’s

SHOES.

We are also selling the best grade of Rub.
ber Boots that can be bought.
Wallpaper on the far side added to the merchandise as well as the Again we welcome you all

improved lighting that came with the times. CHAS- FELS,
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J. F. Grove. __

X I3 1333 7
Has the most complete and Up-
To-Date line of

ry Goods, boots,
e | Shoes & Groceriesy

(we think) for a Corn Festival celebration. In Swanton. Come in and examine our goods.

Two workers, Ralph Harding,
Salesman, Mabel Harding Rowley
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Where you see the vacant
lot once stood the Miller
House.

This building served in its
early days as one of the
town hotels. Later it was
known as the Men’s Club.

This little fella is the same fire
hydrant you see next to the Men’s
Club, all dressed up for the bi-
centennial.

The men with the shovels are leveling the ground to the street level.
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FRESIEPSEY

In 1976, the north side of Dodge,
dressed in Christmas finery.

1934 — Nancy Koepfer
Kennedy Beauty Shoppe

Presently Ginnie’s Dress Shop

South side of Dodge Street, where
the T & I depot once stood.

In 1939 - 1953 a Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps (CCC) camped on Dodge
Street. The men lived in tents

while their barracks were being
built.
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Section just North of the railroad
tracks where the Post Office was
once located. The mail was brought
from the station to Swanton by
Alpheus Seaton, who would stand

on a frame built for the purpose,
would hold the mail in both hands,
and the route agent would catch

the mail on his arm.

“The mail must go through,” say
these Postmen:
Fred Kelsey
Elwood Jones
Sherm Ribble

Orm Curtis — Postmaster
?P?

Swanton, Ohio Souvenir Stamp
C. 1907

Same scene in 1976
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Swanion Post-Qfice.

YR TY Y

Q. W. Curtis, E, C. Mauchly,

Postmaster. Clerk.

CARRIRES.
I KELSEY, Ronte 10,
M. PROUDFOOT - 2oy
WO SMITHE

FPoreign aml Domestic Money Orders Tssned.

Train 132 varries closed ponel to Toledo,
Triin 151 carries closed pouch to Wakseon.

ers due 1o leave on thebr roules ad
Carriers due 1o retuen from their rontes o

POST.OFFICE CLOSES AT 745 P. M,

Sl

2

Earl Knight on his route

At this same location in the early 1900’s, this picture of a reunion of the Spanish American war veterans
was taken. Perhaps they had already participated in a Memorial Day parade.

William Palmer, Siles Minnich, Ave Huftile, William Mabry, William Hill, William Jones, George Conklin,

Charles Merrill, Gilbert Smith, William Barnes, Jerry Waters, James Hallett, Luther Marsh, Carl Griffin.

Nofzinger Jewelry Store. The building at the left
was moved back to make way for the trolley to cut
through. It became the T & I depot.
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1930

That’s the DeWeese Drug Store in front of the 1976
first car on the right.
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BUT SOUTH MAIN STARTED LIKE THIS — ——

This store was built in 1892 on the East side of South Main Street. The hand cart on the right was for

deliveries or to pick up freight from the depot. In the doorway is a LION coffee cannister. One could
send in a specified number of Lion head labels for premium gifts.

LY

THE FAMILY

RUNNING STITCH,

35 SEWING MACHINE

THE EMBODIMENT OF ——— ; s

ITIWAS AWARDED TIE

CRAGTICAL UTILITY FIBST PRREMIUM

- AT TaE
EXTREME SIKPLICITY,
. . lokes the usefal running NEW YORK STATE FAR
- Stiteh very Tapidly, -

axp

Slmpticlty, Efcleney.
Tk tho Common Neodle,

{ILLXOT GET QUT OF ORDER

e W 14

A3T & LIFE TIMEB.

ax
PRACTICAL UTILITY,
Tuey stowizo

Tts superiority over all othera-

s operation ie voieless, and o very simplo thut it requires but oit, Siladty, ot vory rapidly, 1t mako
te runping stitch with s Common Needle, exuctly like haod sowing ouly more perfoct. 1t will Hem, Gather, Rufile, Shirr,
‘uck, Run-up Breadths, &e., &, witl  Singlelor Double Thread, on aay material adaptod to tho ruunivg stied, from
e slightest and thinncst up o tico thickncsscs of ordinary silk. The thinnest and finest, usually the most difieult to sew by orher wachines be-
g sewed the eosiest, for ladies” and children's apparel and othor articles, it will therefors be found almoss invaluable. 1t requires mo lubrica~
on o change of stitch, is always ready for operation, and such a macvel of simplicity that & cbild of six or eight years can understand
immediately snd use it suocessfully.

“This fogonions snd useful machiac, is perfect ju its construction, tid has mene of the Faults of the High Price Sowing
fachines. No one will pay 550 to $100 for a Sewieg Mackive, when this beautiful gen for the family can be puvebased for tho small sunt
{ %,

ANl persons aro cautioned aganst selling, ot purchasing avy imitativas of this Grexuutine Articke, as said porsons will bo liable for
fringements on the patent, and ean be prosscuted according to law 5 our novelty being the only one manufyctured at such a low price.
“A single oo of the Family Gem Sewing Machines, formarded to any address in the Usited States, or British Peovinees
er exprens, carefally pucked in & box, on receipt of price §5.
Tach Machine will be accompanied by fill and plainly p
e of ita work, nad rendy for immodiate nse. We
als,

nted dire
e pleasame in rofer

23, for its oparatioas, also, properly adjusted necdle, aud sams
ng to tho fullowing extracts from soma of our wmost popular jous-

The cambries for fnfants’ clotbing, the Swisa muslin for Swiss waists, sisicts of 30ft fabeic, Nansosk musiin, rod mousscliines delaine, (all wool), ca be done
sutifully by it-
‘Breadths of fine danpels, mousselines, summer poplias, and all thir fabrics, ¢an by 1un by Fith it.
For the dressmaker, in epring aud summer, it is invaluable; for the housshold it sapplies & vacant place
ress iu sequired for hesvy work, knother oply uider

for more dalicate uses. As in sewing by hood one seam-
‘machines,
(iiog to give 5 doltars for  * tioker,” of " hemmer,” or any i

Every ownct of thess howaehold blessings is
5 asked of this Jittle glenaer ia the great harvest
I and appropriate gifs for the holidays, beiny packed for

A toonderful Machine.—hile at the fate Ohio State Fiir, "
e pitees of Techansm in the way of sewing mohines yet jovented,. Wesuw it saw in all tie various
e ben, this machine will be (he universl [avorito— Western Chronicle, Okio.

‘Hnving witnessed its aperation, we are prepated to recommend it 53 almost [zvaluabl
it sews so rapid, sud is so simple in 13 Constauction ay to make it a jewel for the

ng It is one of the most ingenions_and usefnl
.93 Wisich it 13 cloimed it can parform. Uuless we nre much

This maehine was awarded the First Premium a¢ the New York State
—LSew York Hlustated News.]
heraver they bave been tried, they have given the grentest sstisfaction.”—(ITerald and Unian, Lancaster, Pa.)
or light sewi0g, requising the ruuning stitch, it is * tip {op."—{Gowanda Reporter.)
e have eeen the machine, and sre prepured to indarse all thal is claimed for iL"—(Little Falis Gazette.)
“ it s & reguiar Jadies’ * Tade mecum."—{Democratic Bauner,) Ohio.
+Its utitity bests x wonderful ratio toits cost.”—(Wells Commercial Ex press), Chicago.
“ 4 pecton with one of these mashines can do About seven times the work that 3 be done By hind.”—(Scieutide Amerleaa ).
~There s be 06 dotibt that for some kinda of Work it is cven better than any of the high pricad machiaes”—(Cazenoviin Republicsn.)
hoss that bave used the macling speak in high ters of the aeat aad eficient mnaer it executss the work,~{Demotratic Republican.)

uir

up in usefalness and —(Peapic's Press.)
4Tt s Indeed & perfect lttle bifou,"—(Newport Daily News.)
4 ¥fzs C—— hus used the machine in her 0% family, sad 13 the highsst opinion of ity wu Rlities, —(Daily Eveniog Noma), Fall River.

over

Hand written business letter. Brochure for sewing machines.

53



This letter was entitled “Centerville” but it seems to refer to Swanton, probably an attempt to
entice ‘“‘new’’ business to town.

Dr b Frae a  secir P I &
%&7/‘/’”;7%; s v Edians o VY SR SN

/f ? % W@M‘/‘ 4 Brek 4o ol /AZ oiler . &
Sileasoridly Gelialisl o o G B i e i
wrean e Ao e il Foad, 7 i (fpvch CL sz ot v
Gand al it Aienidi  weiley o Sy v iging Lo i
st faine Sdeds . Nt Enidiiins g onay e Lt a mass
a é%m /MM A e Kvvorcleo. dehiid Lvrin, ire wbov Aogoe o
P &sz/méa/%v%,él - corrlinios %/%( //V&M%M dediraless
e @7 gty Ao . b s o Cormen /‘4(/2»0 el
/(/{2"@/“1 Ak 25 & s ﬁwz« Lo, v//bﬂ,m &v/ LS cone
oy LG I el fo o ellisiid ol s
e sead " doealld ;/w/‘ Dlvest  panle s fondl il
srend vn. M A Goers Ay % //{,,/-/V/ d///Zaﬁ - fjg{ i
Chro eiled fos s //uﬂ/ ey a Oy Mo Ao af e ,Z»c/»//"
Pt | srncd Frrsei Ld zperde, Lo M//; 7 seisy W P
e il A honts, e et //M%M s oad’ af
ﬁz?/ s /@/zw/fu pmelds . ,y/ Dl (//@ sew
i pre v 2t oy ja«/{v)w&y\
(’#/(,1741/.; ar” /\f%/ﬂ j/z/«/c( vy | jZ(_/ U,g/m'?///‘

The Letter reads . . .

“Centerville

The city of Centerville is pleasantly situated on or near the Air Line Rail Road,
and about twenty miles west from Toledo. It contains a population of one hundred
or less inhabitantes. It contains one dry goods store, also one grocery which is a
nuisance to any city. It is noted for it’s flouring mill as there is a grist mill about
seven miles west on the Air Line. It is also noted for it’s great sugar works and cane
is worked up on the shares. The Grand Army of the Republic meets once in two
weeks on Saturday evening at G. K.’s Grocery. We also have a new blacksmith shop
on Cherry Street where work is done to order. Prices moderate. It is also noted for
its educational advantages as they are trying to raise a tax to build a new school
house. We also have a hotel pleasantly situated on corner of Cherry and Broadway
where cold bites can be obtained at all hours.

There is also a drug store one half mile north where the best of Niagara Bitters
can be obtained at the lowest rate. Prescription free.

For further particulars call at Post Office No. 104.

Theo. Knight”’



On the West side of South Main Street about
where McSurleys is stood the Hollis Opera House.
The gas light stands ready to light the plank
sidewalk at nightfall. The sign above says: Livery
— Feed. By the door-Office: Doctor B. C. Eldredge
Veterinary.

o T. W, KNIGHT'S

' PYYYYY L)
If you wish to save money.

If you wish to get the best of Teas & Coflees.

If you wish to use the Best Groceries.
Highest Price Paid for

FRESH EGGS and BUTTER
Phone 35. SOUTH SIDE GROCERY.

Inside Knight’s store.
Mr. Knight himself in top hat and blue serge suit
posing by his neatly arranged wares.

Graduste Ontario Passed State Board
Bveterinary College, of Veterinary Examination.

B. C. Eldredge,
JVETERINARY SURGEON AND DENTIST.

Reesidence: First Door Office: Brick Livery,

North of Hepfinger’s Shop Phone 9.
Phone 121,
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Mr. Whitney made shoes at

Swanton residents. The Whitney’s lived
here from 1906 — 1921. Their dwelling
was located on the northwest corner of
the McNeill Chevrolet parking lot. It was
razed to make room for the parking lot.
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At the far left was a restaurant
and confectionery. Directly behind
the men was Reed’s Grocery and
Dry Goods store.

Bob Reed

c. 1900

Frank Busack

Plummer’s  pressing
shop is on the corner.
The horse drawn
wagon is parked at
the wooden hitching
rail as the two gentle-
men go about their
business.

Enoch Bratton
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Reed’s Market — the delivery wagon was a
familiar sight — a far cry from today’s busy
super markets; just crank up the phone and
PRESTO — groceries delivered to your door.

FARMERS | 2oy oo e

: secure eggs or stock at reasonable prices
; from the following varieties:

BEARRED PLYMOUTH ROCKS.
WHITE WYANDOTTES, WHITE |
LEGHORNS & BUFF LEGHORNS J
at the Swanton Poultry Yard. ’

L‘ﬂRRENP()NDICN(:E SOLICITED, R R e
EPRICES ON APPLICATION. . L' EEDv -Prop.

LEbobtbbs |

|
When in Swanton call at the

Cager Bouse Barber Shop.

R.i.. REED. Prap.

EFull line of Cigars. Pipes, Tobacco. Shaving Soaps andf
1 Toile: Waters

I WHITE PLYMOUTH ROCKS,

South Side Feed Store
Charles Nies

SOt

Irene Berkebile (Sagert) Lola Nickel — 1936
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. - : West Garfield when
- - ' ; , B Swan Creek flooded
' the banks. Thomas
Farm is on the left,
White Farm on the
.  right.

Maybe not 40 days
and 40 nights,
but lots of rain!

Bridge over Swan
Creek just before the
turn to Swanton Park

and Elton Parkway.
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WTTLE SUCHSROT

A THREE ACT MELODRAMA

WILL BE PRESENTED BY

Swanton Home Talent
Pilliod’s Opera House,

TRLDAT EVNG, MARGH 3,1

SYMNOPSIS

Act 1. Drawing-room at Barton's residence in Bostan, Danny unmasks the “Seint".
Act Il The Ovecland Route. A rocky pass in Utah. A lops of tcn months.
The Destroying Angel.

Act il A Rough Cabin in the mountams. A fapse of aday. The “Soinl's” proposal
clever e, The Mormon gots his reward.

CAST OF CHARACTERS

SOMETHING DOING ALL THE TIME

Admission 25 cents, Reserved Seats 35 cents
Children under 12 years IS cents,

Tickets on Sale at Sagert’s Restaurant

Theater group popular in 1911.

TONY

Titk CONVECT

A FIVE ACT COMEDY DRAMA
PRODUCED 13y

SWANTON HOME TALENT
Dramatic Club,
AS A BENEFIT FOR SWANTON BAND

Pilliod’s Opera House
Friday and Saturday Evenicgs

February 17th and 18th "05

CAST OF CHARACTERS
AS THEY ENTER.....
3 OB SORRESTER

SYNOPSIS. TIME-THE PRESENT
Act1. The Warden's room at Sing Sing Prison,
Act 2. Van Cruger's country home on the Hudson, six

Act 3, Parior in Van Croger's country Hosse 2 days taer
Acl 4, Tony's Humblc Home, six wecks late
<t 5. The Judges home a6 before, two year fater,

Reserved Seats 35 Cts. at Harley Estel's
Beginning Tuesday, Feb, 14th.

ADMISSION 15 snd 25 CENIS.

For benefit of the band.

A QPRICE, TOSTEVENS,
President ashior

BANK GF SWANTOY, 4

A BLATHROP,
JF G|

. ©. BOYD,

BICYCLE REPAIR SHOP
AND BICYCLES FOR SALE

ROVE, £ BUFFINGTON,
Vice Presidants ‘Assistant Cashier

[ If You Have a FIRE !

your policy is as guod
THE MILLER HOUSE, , as the mouey whea you
1. B. REED & SON, Props. ! Insure with _gry

Socott & Socott,
INSURANGE AGENTS-

T T s T :
you beoraeras Co etz e W B ALLEN

to miva Rogers.  Atrest er, )
want e Louta, Witkans niia wrivey | RoPRUESOR oF

and awearn she snw Lestar Wiison wr.
o5
Acedt iory ol ced
SR

to do b i e Lwery,
any S el Al

Building | it i & Sale
just go e w e S Stable
dOWn and m}“i’E‘;‘y“%“oX.‘,'l John Rogera, thu 37 oucxxy-r:‘:m::umm:::-
and talk |5 MR | e
with

PRICE‘ days before T was Reprioved."

Spectal : Ruzentlon
Pald to Commerclial

Swaeten, - Ohwo,

PROGRA M [Beauty in
MECHANICS Ripnigyy,| > wrmre.

A DRARMR We juvite sttentiva
to the magnificont as-

IN THREE ACTS, ! wortment of e
Mottt A —
The New Century Clab, | =sowisice in aesigus,

and novel finishex in our

‘HHIAAMAL

X O OELNFAHEL "X "L

— AT diepiny.
PLLODS OPERA HOSE, |, e

awxnToN, - oMo

Fri. & Sat. Apr. 25 26

“Kiwrords w Bupreda UOIEAN AUTA

G GO we | |\Swanton Gem Laundry
eyser S Lace cortains a specialty.

The Shoe Man, [SATISFACTION
=ox | |GUARANTEED.

Good Goods CHREAP.|  JOHN MARTIN, Prop.

BARLEY ESTEL|The armers and
Fine Candy, , Merchants’

Fruits, Tobacco IPeposit Company.
and Cigars. Do General Banking Business

Ad sheet that included the cast and synopsis of a play in 1901.

South Side Grocery. f
~en
Have you tried our Soc TEA and
FINE COFFEES.
Lion, Pansy and Pilisbury best
grade of Flour always on hand. Try
them.

T, W, KMGHT & 80N,

iTwentieth Centry Traction Engine.:

e most economical engine oh the masket,

T W. KNIGHT & SON,|THE A. D. BAKER CO'S. iRemember [ han-i
‘d e the celebrated;

‘ lhe 4.D. Baker Compunwsoum of Raliroad.

No_o
BE TTER
Than
The
BEST
But
BETTER
Fh i
RLST.

Santos Goffees,

aiso a full line of]
GROCERIES.

F.MILLS|

=
=E%E
=

C 1“ ROblﬂSUﬂ Cast of Characters:
Livery,
Feed St Joye
& Sale |.
Stable.

Speclal  Rtrention | o
Paid to Translent.
Day and Night Ke-
comadartions.
agn pnone 9. Houvs 9t | |
Brick barn apposite depot.

Col. Hurejogts

’

o hater, | T

o cnmm oliticas
sehermog politiean, | C

I —
¥ 3

& model foutman, |
.

wmm

© lorn tinid, | aodn

PRICES REASONABLE.

Swanten, Olio. |

desertea wifa,
acon.

EUWOE,
ouniey gontlemc. ‘ PRACITAL WATCHMAKER

| WEARE RESEONSIBLE FOR THE
i s we wa

The buyer takes no chances +
‘We Handte no Cheap John $tufl. Banzv's OFFICE)  Mary inte:

SYNOFSTs oF rvsiiTa.
¢

TGO N

cn,lhe proposel roj
8 nothit: but a meghunic.’
Dot o .Junumgm The stalei
money urder of Cal. azpaglon.
a

——Nt eMaTHI A

Atrout of

'()}"l)'()
Tqur gy S e Py |

"00 HWAINAT AOTTTIL )

with_tho _Governor for . Kepy

w:s SAVRESO T ONE

Dest Sldé GI’O’QI‘V

Lowney's Famous Candies. 1 Swanton House,
o | M J WEBB, Prop,

M BIG Line of Candles of all Kinde.!

WK & B Cakes in Packages
KLINE & MANN.

Opposite Depot  First Olass Accomodations

For Bargains in_» iTin Ware Rooflng

| CLOTH[NG Evetrongh, Feed Conkers.
\mm 5§ BOVS Shoes:f’amts Varnish and Varnish

~_SEE_» STAINS.
Tin Ware a Specialty.
H' C’ FrOgley' TJas. Walsh.

Do you Kead the SWANTON ENTERPRISE? 1If not, why not? Only $1.00 Per Year. H. D. Meister, Publisher.



Located somewhere

along Broadway.

CORNESR BROADWAY & MATN ST5 SWanron: 0.

Cameron Hotel Bar
in 1900.

Ike Hopkins Willis Cameron Doc Lamb

e e Perhaps discussing the politics of the day.

5 S

N 7N

4o Ts BICK. o A BRATTON

Bick & Bratton.

LEADERS IN

Staple and Fancy Groceries.
FRESH AND CURED

> MEATS.

200480454

i Nl A SRS ol - N R N A W SR~

EVERYTHING UP-TO-DATE.
MAIN STREET

Cash for Produce. Swanton, O.

AT S AT

ZR

-

Blakes Barber Shop — 1900’s
In the Broadway Street portion of Hilty’s Hardware.
Earn Miller — Sid Blake — Art Sagert

NMC W
KK
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The old City Hall and Fire
Barn constructed in 1903.
The water tank in the rear
is now at Valleywood. The
new hall was being con-
structed in the background,
and that’s a voting booth on
the right.
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“RERNNERE HN
FIEINNEY NSNRRNEE BRRR

William Harding, owner of the hotel, is
“resting”” while the rest are waiting for the
T & I in front of this building that stood
on Broadway. It’s now a parking lot west
of Race Track Inn.

Board of Elections — 1910,
meeting in the Village Hall —
upstairs at the fire station.
Al Hockstrasser
Paul F. Beard
Ladmer Fenton
William Sloan
Owen Forrester

Lloyd Remsauer
ey

1976



The forge shop, inside.
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The Swanton “Grist Mill” on
Mill Street (now known as
Broadway) was built by sub-
scription, donated material
and labor. The man respon-
sible for this was William
Geyser, business man, soldier
and mayor of Swanton in
1901 —1902.

When You Buy

“PILLIOD'S BEST”

You Get a Flour

That Has No

Superior

For
family s«
Use.

THE PILLIOD
MILLING CO.
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U. S. Food and Manufacturing Company, better known
as The Noodle Factory. From 1906 to 1909 they made
macaroni, spaghetti, and noodles. It was on the corner
of Broadway and Lincoln. Before being renovated it was

a livery stable.

The noodle machine is on the left. Adam
George is leaning on the drying rack. The
table is where the product was cut, and the
man on the right, Mr. Hockstrasser, one
of the men in charge, also published the
Swanton paper.

Second floor where the pro-
duct was packaged. Left to
right: Mr. Hockstrasser, Ella
Bowers, Fred Katgy, Gladys
McCormick, “Goof”, and Mrs.
Mann, the supervisor.
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The A. D. Baker Company
Makers of threshing machinery, established in 1888

)

an important factor in the economy of the area.

THE A O BAKER &C

A.D. Baker

Baker Standard

First Baker Engine

The Big Brother — Equipped with “Baker” Valve Gear.
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A. D. Baker Company Band
performing for a Steam Convention

On the steps of the Men’s Club in 1888
stands this sprightly band. Only a drummer
could smoke a cigar and play!

Back row: William Sloan, Joe Perkins, L. S. Plummer, John Schondel, Lawrence Geer, Albert Fels, Earl
Kline. Frontrow: Frank Berkebile, Frank Schondel, Charles Schondel, William Schondel, George Turnbull,
Gordon Turnbull, Jr., Gordon Turnbull.

Back: E. A. Kline, Lawrence Hastings, Will
Verbau, Albert Fels.

Frank Berkebile, Fred Estel, W. B. Sloan,
Joe Perkins, Grover Regenold.

Arthur Brindley, J. W. Klein, Ray Turnbull,
Lloyd Dowell, Tom Jacquot, Ed Sper-
ling, Roy Grove, Chas. Pilliod.

McCurdy, A. W. Lane, Rob Plummer.

U

Band at Toledo Beach August — 1907
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Farce Comedy in 3 acts given by
Swanton Home Talent

FOR BENEFIT SWANTON BAND

'THURSDAY, MAY 4th,, 1916 Fred Pilliod, Wm. Smith Jr., Wm. Smith Sr., Harry Frogley, Hollis
PILLIOD’S O;ERA HOUSE Bassett, John Estel. Seated: Chas. Pilliod, Jas Hardy, Tully Hill,
EVERYBODY COME : Louis Pilliod, John Raab, James Purdy, and Albert Wales in front.

" Help The Band to Prepars for Summer Coucerts

THE BEST LOCAL TALENT TO BE HAD

Swanton Band — 1884

=
‘Tlhe Followlog Havo the Leadlng Parts

Missos Mann, Gourno, and Trumbull
Messrs Donovan, Trambull, Drenuun and Reed

A Sure Cure for the Blues' » ~ + A good Lacgh Guaranteed

Renerved seats on snle at Sngert's Restanvant May 1.
ADMISSION 25 cents and 35 cents, Children 15 cents
00D ORCHESTRA
Band concect on stroet at7:15 - - - Curtain at ij:li .
On the railroad tracks — A
For benefit of the band. Saturday night concert maybe?

Swanton High School Band
1955 ,
Elmer Girten — Director
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Some o} the Carly Homes
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Some of the €arly Homeos

North Main Street
1910
The trees are not yet
very tall and stately.

This corner of the picture
and below 1s the Sander-
son house where First
Federal now is. Here one
could get room and
board for $9.00 per
week!

The house next door.



Frank Curtis — North Main

She operated a
neighborhood grocery in the back part of her home.

(TBCnsE S
) ,Oic(}

S \\\
A

3

i N

C. J. Brindley — Chestnut Street G - : -
Ed Brindley — Franklin Street

Built in 1900, now is Beihl Malone funeral home.
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South Main Street
Louella — Maude — Joe
— Anna — Gourno
Notice the board walk in front.

A. M. Brailey house on the corner
of South Main and East St. Clair
where the Cordes jewelry shop is.

New in 1919

-
W
i
¥
|4
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EARLY HOMESTEADS OF THE AREA

The Hockenberger Family.

The Brailey home was built for Moses R. Brailey at the end of the Civil War for a cost of $6500.00. The
home had an open stairway in the center of the building with steps long and wide enough for a six foot

man to sleep on them. It was on the corner of county road E and F off Brailey Road. It was referred to
as the Brailey Mansion.
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The Main Street
in Brailey.

Where they had
their own band
led by Clark Noaker.

And their own lumber camp on
the old Leininger farm, one mile
South and one-half mile West of
Brailey — a most important enter-
prise for this area.




Brailey’s horse and
buggy days of the
early 1900’s.

Brailey’s General Store
Geahlen and Roth
1930

A store well stocked with
a large wvariety of items
for the folk in the area.

The Feed Store can be seen in the background, and
that’s the hardware store next to it.

The girls are Dorothy and Norma Roth with Jenny
the donkey.
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€arly Schools in the cArea
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€arly Schools in the cArea

oy

Fulton School, known as Ai,
under construction.

But on the right we see it in earlier days, the
first school in Ohio to provide transportation
for students by horse drawn school wagons. In
1840 Gideon Raymond received $15.00 a
month but by 1879, Jim Burroughs received
$35.00 a month with this stipulation: “He is to
quit anytime we think he don’t do justice to
the school.”

A typical country school of the 1900’s.
The teacher is Ray Michael.

See their happy smiles
on picture taking day?
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THIS WAS A CLIPPING INCLUDED IN AN OLD SCRAPBOOK.
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1904

We have the pleasure of presenting a picture of the new school house which will be
built at once. R. A. Bradley is the architect. The building will be of brick and will cost
$30,000. Including the basement there will be twenty-one rooms and an assembly hall. The
building will be heated by steam throughout. The new building will be situated on the north
side of Church street between Miller Avenue and Walnut streets. The grounds will consist of
two acres of land, giving ample play grounds, and being situated near the creek, will give
good drainage. The new building will be done about Christmas time. The following are mem-
bers of the Board of Education: J. F. McBride, C. J. Brindley, T. W. Knight, Charles Rege-
nold, Charles Fels and E. D. Curtis. C. O. Castle is the Superintendent.

1839

We have in our office the record of school district No. 1, Wing township, Lucas county,
Ohio, dated September, 1839, handed to us by William Mauchley. The book, although 65
years old, is in a good state of preservation. Luther Dodge was the district clerk, David
Mills, Robert Fullerton, Luther Dodge and James Egnew were chosen directors at a meeting
held in Dodge’s home at 4 o’clock p.m. A contract was let to James Dean to build a school
house for $175.00. Persis Scott received $18.00 for the first term of teaching. In May, 1844
the directors met and hired Ruthett Deblin at one dollar and a half per week.
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This school was built in 1887 on the
northwest corner of Church and
Independence Street (Lincoln St.),
also called “The Back Street”. North
Main was “The Front Street.”

s

26 ——

................................................... is of ood moral
character, and is qualified to trach Orthugraphy, Reading, English Grammar, Geog-
raphy, Penmanship, APERIGEIC, v geeeee and is versed
iin the theory and. practice of teaching.

THIS CERTIFICATE isto he valid for the space 0['/4-'/-54’0577w7zths from date,
unless sooner revoked, '

of Tenching.. 50 . per cent, )

|

| 7 W 7 S A

Examiners.

o . - 2
Nyt J ,/2 @_C&ﬂ’/zf'
(900 Barfect, §0 Bood, €5 @a%b{c.)

=€ - T T

This teachers certificate for J. F.
Grove was issued 100 years ago.

f&/ S eacher’s 4L erfificato.d, ﬁ |
] v < ?

e

;{Qﬂé RNz 7 L/,//n e Tidyf Fo Month,

‘We, the School Examiners

Y Dullins Co

e
com 67 > %M%/,;/// 2

o
Y P

BRI

When the school burned to the ground in 1904,

classes were held in the local churches, and in, or

above various stores.

R R D L e

This
certificate
of 1892
is a work
of art.

Some 1899 Rules & Regulations for the Swanton Public Schools:
Teachers will give careful attention to ventilating the rooms, so that child-
ren will not be allowed to sit in currents of cold air. At each intermission,
a proper supply of fresh air should be admitted to each room.

oy Ziizs _wn| Fire Drills — the aim shall be to empty rooms expeditiously and orderly,
keep and maintain a rapid military step until ordered to halt by super-

Hesolt of Examiativr

GRADE--—-100 PERFECT.

£ Arithmetic, T
F5° Gengrapey. P
Y SV A “
/. 4 % Wi‘// ‘\ywvdn/ Exnivers.
AA |

7 Teéchers Certificate issued
to T.W. Knight — 1875

84

intendent or teacher.

Duties of Janitor — Keep woodhouse full and wood piled. Build all fires,
keep boxes full of wood in the winter season; sweep and dust once a day;
wash the blackboards the last Saturday in each month; clean erasers once
each week; fumigate once each month by burning two pounds of sulphur
in each room and halls; mop the floors every four weeks.



Swanton School under construc-
tion. Building materials were hauled
by horse and wagon to construct
this $30,000, three floor brick
ediface.

School is on the right side. That’s a
water pump in the left corner. The
sidewalks are new as are the stately
rows of trees.

Birds eye view
of the school.

85



%MM
e
o s o

The baskets
may indicate
a picnic!

ROW 4: Otto Vorbau, Lawrence Hastings, Louie Shaffer, Lydia Matzinger, Teacher -
Ray Zeller. ROW 3: Tom Jacquot, Joe Sero, Arthur Brindley, Blanche Keeling, Mahlon
Dowell, Myrtle Robinson, Everett Crosby, Will Wier, Ella Hepfinger, Roy Lacy. ROW
2: Harry Pilliod, Leone Scott, Marie Sero, Cleo Curtis, Grace Winslow, Georgia Porter,
Bessie Sperling, Frank Pfaff, George Wicks. ROW 1: Charles Vorbau, Marie Drennan,
Edna Fleming, Christina Murbach, Lena Spaulding, May Frogley, Ola Grove, Edith
Lilley, Florence Elwell.

Elementary Faculty

TOP ROW: Irene Sagert, Virginia Kruez, Ardys
Slaninka, Florence Sperling, Elsie Blevins. THIRD
ROW: Louella Spaulding, ???, ???, Olene Deboer,
Virginia Ptyyak, Sylvia Adams. SECOND ROW:
Ethel Gibbons, Margaret Daniels, Martha Lind-
horst, Carl Long, Charles Jennings, Edna Eckley,

Yolanda Raker. FIRST ROW: Dorothy Vose, |
???, Murtie Elton, Tim Juett, Julia Pearson, Lavona *
Eaton.

EEEY R

School Board — 1950
Nell Kline; Fern Bartlett; George Pilliod; George
Raker; L. A. Walker, Superintendent; Cy Runnels,
Principal; Albert Keener.
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FIRST ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT,
SWANTON HIGH SCHOOL, 1897,

PROGRAMME.

Voluntary, DOROTHY GEYSER.
Invocation, DR. LOVE.

Words by Oane Hamlin.
Music by Dorothy Geyser.

Class Song,

HIGH ScHOOL.

Piano Solo,—Tendresse, NETTIE BRINDLEY.
Recitation,—Press On, OANE HAMLIN.
Piano Solo,—Wedding Chimes, LAURA PRICE.
Recitation, BESSIE VAUGHAN.
Duet,—Liszt Rhapsodie No. 6, DOROTHY AND WILLIE GEYSER.
Recitation, S. J. MAUCHLY,
Vocal Solo,—Lullaby, BESSIE HALL.
Essay,—OQur Nation, RAY PAYSON GEER,
Violin Solo,—Cujus Animam, L. N. PIiLLIOD.
Presentation of diploma and address, L. D. BOYER.

Words by Pearl Williams.
Music Appropriated.
Benediction, DR. LOVE.

Farewell Song, HIGH SCHOOL.

The Kranich & Bach Piano used for this entertainment was
kindly furnished by J. W. Greene & Co., Pythian Castle, Toledo, O.

Class of 1902
Blanche Sly, Fred Smith, Verna Geer, Minnie
Dumaresq, Gertie Kuebler, Mildred Templeton.
Six i the Sixth Graduating Class.

'(//x//{ %7 ’)’1,//6{/ /{/ 24 /}I€7’L(‘677’L6)'L/
o/ j PROGRAMME

. c/
S/naﬂw/an ///7/1 f/ﬁfaa/ Voluntary .. MiIss DOROTHY GEYSEK

y Invocation...... . e b e e e W REV, HIGHT
a/ fonian Male Quartette
" - . 1, ] 3 Y £ vioat 7
,%/Ag(/u( ///lé/xa ez Oration, “*One of America’s Youngest Heroes FRED SMITH

Oration, “*A Nation’s Progress” s MINNIE DUMARESQ
7 2 . T
Jueic/ﬂy (’/guen.uzﬁ, %ﬂe /AMM/, lonian Male Quartette,

Oration, *The Star of Hope” VERNA GEER

J"/‘h,e/ceen -%/ )’1,6/946(/(17’1.6/(7&(16,

Qration, **Difliculty the Forerunner of Success”.......BLANCHE SLY

s ﬂ/w/y ('/-'r/a.n/ lonian Male Quartette.

Oration, *‘Under a Star”.... ........... .. ......... GERTRUDE KUEBLER

Oration, **At the Crossroad” MILDRED TEMPLETON
{ﬁ(l«(‘('d/ﬂ&l(%ﬂ/ﬁ ((/6461)7&4'1,
Class Address Hon, O T. CORSON

%ﬂ/ay éyeﬂ(}// e ﬂod/

Presentation of Diplomas........ .. «....d. F. MCBRIDE

Benediction ....... Rev. BOYERS

(7/
.///(OC %Ana{né /y 4%((], 7/;71 oﬁcyewm
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Swanton, Feb. 11—Dedication of
Swanton’s new public school addi-
tion will be Friday, Feb. 17, when
the entire building will be thrown
open to the public. . The Swanton
school is shown In the acdcorapany-
ing picture.

The gymnasium, library, domes-
tic science, junior high, music and
English rooms are in the building.

The auditorium, which is beauti-
fully decorated, has a seating
capacity of 600 on the maia floor
and 300 in the balcony. The stage
settings are up, the grand piano
has arrived and is in readiness for
occupancy, The bullding and
equipment cost $160,000.

Langdon, Hohly and Gram, To-
ledo architects, planned the build-
‘g and supervised constru. ‘ion.

T.. A. Walker is the superin-

tendent, Xarl Zartman is prin-
CONGRATULATIONS , cipal. The members of the board
Langdon, Hohly & Gram, Architects and Engineers of education are: M. L. Linehan,
TOLEDQO, OHIO president; L. R. Baker, vice presi-
dent; Mrs. Amy Smith, clerk; B. J.
L_ _..l I\Eorman and €. O. Castle. ‘
Dedication of New Public School Addition, February 11, 1928. Excerpt from Toledo Blade.
b 3

2 7l

First Concert 1927-1928
SWANTON CHORAL SOCIETY

FREDA LOYER, Conductor
Howard Zimmerman, Accompanist
TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
February 14 and 15, 1928
At 8:15 o’Clock
Soloists
C. C. PREMO GORDON TURNBULL *A. R. TRUMBULL

PART I

-

Orchestra—
a. March from ““Athalia’ ... F. Mendelssohn
b. Gavotte from ‘“Mignon’ Ambrose Thomas

2. Miyed Chorus—

a. Salutation ... S. R. (Gaines

b. Prayer of Thanksgiving Netheriand
3. Vocal Solo—

a. The Two Grenadiers R. Schumann

b. Trees Kilmer-Rasbach

C. C. PREMO
4. Vocal Trio—
a. The Piper of Love Molly Carew
b. Fairy Cradles Molly Carew
MRS. A. A. PURDY, ARLENE PURDY and EVA HOOK

5. Vielin Solo—
a. Gypsy Dance ... R Tivadar Nachez
b. Souvenir Drdla

GORDON TURNBULL

6. Mixed Chorus—

a. The Sea Hath Its Pearls ... Ciro Pinsuti
b. Pilgrim’s Chorus {(Tannhauser) ... R. Wagner
PART II

7. Mixed Chorus—

a. The Bells of St. Mary's Emmett Adams

L. Bridal Chorus (The Rose Maiden) .... . H. Cowen
8. Vocal Sclo—

a. Evening Star Song from Tannhauser

b. Kashmiri Love SONg oo Amy Woodfin Finden

A. R. TRUMBULL
9. Male Quartette—
a. The Lamplit Hour Arthur A, Penn
b. Drink To Me Only With Thine Eyes.... arranged by C. O’'Hare
W. J. PINKSTONE, C. C. PREMO, MILO LEWIS, M. E. LEWIS

10. Mixed Chorus—

a. The Sands of Dee G. A. MacFarren
b. O, My Luve’s Like a Red, Red Rose ... G. M. Garrett
11. Mixed Chorus and Orchestra—
I_ B a. The Heavens Are Telling Jos. Haydn
M. E. Lewis, President of L
Choral Society. Dedication Concert.
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THESE MAKE THE MEMORIES

Good times as this Class Play - 1917.
Chas. Latimer, Victor Buckenmeyer,
Fred Cass, Joe Morris, Florence
Lachbihler, Albert Lorymer, Norma
Kelsey (Fetterman), Naymo Perkins,
Florence Lewis, Beatrice Rethinger,
Hattie Dull (Wheating), Ralph Gull,
Edward Minnich, George Smith,
Lorence Latimer, Olive Wiley, Fanny
Lombard, Helen Lewis, Tom Sunday,
Melvin Wentz, Frank Viers.

Honored Times

Souvenir books given to each class member at
year’s end by Besse Dumaresq, the teacher.

Nt For mekomal bk For 1iFe soe Lo,
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Some ot the €ariy Churches
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Some o} the €arly Churches

BN RN T%’ 4. The original Swanton Methodist Church was built in 1863

on Plank Road, later moved to the corner of South Main and
St. Clair streets. In 1888 it was moved to the present loca-
tion on North Main Street. The main structure of the church
was built in 1892 after the first church constructed there

b

1889-1966

Laying the cornerstone, October 23, 1966. ‘
The Rev. 1. C. Wynn and Pastor Ben Edwards. 1967
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The Old Church The New Church
May 7, 1893 to April 13, 1957 Dedication August 18, 1966

The mission parish of St. Richard was established by Father Thomas McGuire, pastor of St. Mary’s at
Assumption. Construction of the church on Dodge Street was begun in the autumn of 1891. The first

mass offered there was said by Father Schaffield on May 7, 1893. Father Bertholet became pastor of St.
Richard’s in 1909 when it became an independent parish.

Reverend John Berthelot
1909-1912 1976
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The People of the Holy Faith meet at the
Faith Lutheran Church which was dedicated
April 29, 1956.

Dedicated June, 1968

The Christian Missionary and Alliance Church
was built in 1891. It was known as the
new German Baptist Church of Swanton
until 1904.

9&



Disasters o} the Town
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Disasters o} the <Ejown

A COMMUNITY . wSPAPER

WORTH LOOKING INTG SWANTON, O. ENTERPRISE

PUBLISHED THURSDAYS

APRIL 1,1920

SWANTON IS BAI

LY

Swanton, hard hit by Sunday;
evening’s storm, is putting forth
every effort toward reconstruc-
tion and rebuilding.

Monday evening about 30 citi-
zens met with the council and
made plansfor reconstrnction.
Peter Drum reported that he
found 18 homes on the north
side which have been made un-
inhabitable in cold weather. A'
similar condition exists on the
south side.

Lose A Million and Halt Dollars; May Be

Mayor Baker app d as a
relief committee, P. H. Drum,
John Fels and C. E. Brindley.
They are to make a survey of
the town, learning the needs,
and securing material from
other towns to build. He ap-
pointed F. E. Pitliod, M. J. Line-
han and A, D. Baker as a finance’
commiltee to raise funds, which
will be uscd lo assist those in
need, and fo hack loans to those
who are in fmmediale need of
money.

F. E. Pilliod and Mr, Linchan
amounced that the bank will go
the limit allowed by the state in
loaning to thase whose homes
have been damaged.  An appeal
has been sent out to several neav-
by towns for workmen, as many
are needed immedialely to make
temporary ahd permanent re-
pairs.

Mayor Baker issued a procia-
mation Monday against loiter-
ing, aud asking all who are nble
to go to work toward cleaning
up the town, and requesting all
who have no business on the
streets to keep off after seven in

- Mehhers and the Curti

By Monday night a large part

of the debris had been cleared

bt e il wr | BAKER COMPANY IS HARDEST HIT

arge extent and the total appear-

ance of the town changed. m
Visitors flocked into Swanton 3 3

Monday and Tuesday from every, Fractically Every Home in Swanton Suffers A Loss, Rc

direction, swarmidg the village to a Complete Loss; North Part of Town Hit Hai

to look at the ruin. ) Loses Entire Line in Corporation and Mile:
Sunday was a warm. cloudy

day. About four in the after- ..

noon itanpenred siormy. Iive- PILLIOB  LUMBER GG, FIRSYT T RES

gan fo storm g little about seven,

new time, and about 7:30 (he . L _

wind, cyclone or fornado, reach- | leeconstruction Going On At 4 Fast Gait, ‘Over 600 Me:

ed a terrific velocity. Tt lasted out the Town, Wauseon, Delta, Whitehouse and

only three fo ﬁ"“bﬂli‘nl‘k‘s» and ing Carpenters and Labors; Smanion Thi

was accompanied by hail. 1t was

followed by a hard rain and coni-tia e new, owned by F. Mester,| A large part of the top of fhe

linued wind, and il was hall an|yoe badly damaged, and sov- Odd Fellows building was taken -

hour or nlore before many pet-lol othir cars were slightly’ away, leaving q table, chairs and

sons began lo stir out damaged. The rear part of the stove standing exposed to the
The lights went out a few mo- garage still stands. iopen. Above the postoffice the *

’“‘“‘“] before lhe heavy SOUM- 41 he front windows in' upper rear story was lorn offt. |’

Soon’lanterns were seen arownd peads gore were blown § in, and  The roof was forn from Fels'

towen, and the report was soo i
o e o 001 some damage done o the stock. store, and the bricks flying from'

Tovead l”‘~'““°“ of the “f\x\ N e front and back end of Hie fhe upper story of the Bakery i

been l”’“‘]‘ to P‘j“ Mo s “Pi ten cent burn were blown out. Luilding wenl” into Dr., i

Pv!uw to be e, as ";1 ‘}"I‘ Nearly all the trees in the rail- grove’s house, narrowly mi

S Stregts were covertd Wilh woad parks weve hroken off, and Mrs. Cosgrove, The Co

‘“”;-! e 1_"“‘, sy, With roofs oud other material home was badly damaged.

tont of the damage Sunday night yoaqiored about, the park was @ Nogth Main- strect appeared!
The damage it Swanton vik iness. “Prains were Ueld for sev- Jike o French shelled village.

e Dy chabty ot SO oo o, “There are fow bouses on fhial

ol WU, ane 8N The wpper half of the opera Streel, or in Swanton for that

estimate for the community. - ipper ¢ opera siedel X in Swanton for that

from Utah to Raab's Corners, in house is in ruins. the greatory Q;m o, Th;{fnh“m:”l

@ path a mile wide. ipart of the front wail heing gone. |} 80 o ﬁwnw s o ’U“
The entive front of the Swi havd- \D] Frank Stine's barn

ten garage fell in, crushing lho ware sfores reecived l(hnr‘l,mqy wrecked, the rodf torn |,

top of Fenry Zellor's machine. age. The rear end of the Ma-'pway, and the house badly dam-{*

and the wemen in the machine: conie hall was lorn out. Wi pg ames Dreennan’s house

laurant, bank and. was lite

d.

the evening. Special officers’ navrowly missed heing struck by dows at the Ally lorn fo picees, leav- | ¢
have heen appeinted to guard a large, heavy beam, Two Oves Cums were hlo\\n out. ing the side exy s algo
i SERRRem 05t beyond repair, {

U Flhis shvoad canth ol Moo e

Tornado Headlines in the Swanton paper

Back of Post Office and K of P Hall

EGHED BY TORH

Swanton from all divections| The Most Destructive Storm Ever Witnessed Passes Thru This Commumty, Caus-
nights. ing An Enormous Loss, Estimated that Swantor ~~~ 7

SUliDay

EVENIIS

| eLams ceNTURY-oLD FuND]

THANKES—SORRY

Dr. Cosgrove’s on the left,
Wright’s Bakery on right.

West Side — North of the tracks.
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Windows blown out of the Methodist Church. Drennan’s house — or what was left — is in the

foreground.

Frank Elton’s House Back of O’Dell’s home on North Main,

Joe Perkins house. Block Garage — present location of McNeills.
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THE TRAIN WRECK OF 1900
FEBRUARY 15

TRAIN WRECK:

In 1921 a New York Central freight train was derailed, caused by a hot box on one of the wheels, just west
of the village railroad crossing. The freight cars were loaded with hogs on their way to markets west. They
escaped into town and people shut them in the Livery Barn, that was sometimes called*“The Ten-Cent
Barn,” on the corner of Main and Sanderson. It was being run at the time by John Coon, who, when he
heard that railroad detectives were looking for their freight, and being advised that he could be accused
of stealing the hogs, opened the doors and chased them out into the streets again.

January 25, 1912 — $36,000 Fire
At 3:30 a.m. a disastrous fire broke out in the Hite Clothing store, first floor of the 3 story K of P Building.
Because of bursted water pipes during cold weather the only available water supply was an old well 5 x 30
feet on the old hotel corner put down by Joe Miller years earlier. Running a hose from this well, and with
a small hand engine and an heroic bucket brigade the fierce blaze was brought under control.
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Explosion in 1903

At 11:15 a.m. an explosion heard for many
miles caused much excitement. People rushed
to the scene and found everything in a state
of confusion around the badly wrecked
building. It was a boiler that furnished power
for the sawmill and the pulley factory that
had exploded. It caused the death of John
Hubbard.

A more recent explosion was January
26, 1970 at 5:30 a.m. which resulted
in a fire at the Raymond Chemical
Company. The mushrooming smoke
and flames took all of Swanton’s
units, one from Delta, using 250,000
gallons of water. The flames were
contained and there were no injuries.
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Celebrations
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Celebrations

DECORATION DAY — 1900

Swanton Band on the Railroad Grounds
Otis Geer, Robert Taylor, ? ? ? Grether, Homer Lathrop
L. S. Plummer, Joseph Beecher, Fred Brindley, Guy Marsh
Edward Hastings, William Minnich, E. A. Kline, William Smith
Robert Plummer
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SYWANTORN v Ly ¥S& 1907

Dare Devil Balloonist thrills all at
Swanton Community Celebration on July 4, 1902.

July 4, 1906

Crowd enjoys
gymnasts on
Main Street

Note group on

balcony
(top left).
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Threshermen

Convention held in
Swanton in June, 1929

The Chautauqua was an annual week long Community reunion with days of

Inspiration, Education and Recreation. It was held on the east side of Main

Street across from the park.

By T ROVAL WELSH QUARTE

Swanton, Ohio,
July 22-26

e o O S

Week’s Program

Swanton, Ohio, July 22-26

CHAUTAUQUA SESSIONS BEGIN PROMPTLY AT 1 F. M. AND £ P. M. Season
tekets are knod for all sessions, the price belng §2.00 for adults, and £1.00 for chlidren
aged 6 to 4.

CHILDREN'S PROGRAMS AT $:00 4. M. AND 3:30 P. M., EXCEPT FIRST MORNING

TUESPAY AFTERNOON
...Royal Welsh Quartet
Children's Hour,
Admission 35c, Children 200

TUESDAY EVENING
Concert... Royal Welsh Quartet
Leoture . "Smiling Throngh™
Son Cope
50c, Children 25c

WEDNESOAY AFTERNOON

WEDNESDAY EVENING

Concert Farnvm

Give and Take"

Children's Hour.
Admission 35e, Chilaren 200

With a cast of New York players
Admission §1.00, Children 5o

THURSDAY AFTERNOON

Accordion Coneert..........Joseph Baldi
Jean MacDonald Popular

THURSDAY EVENING

Concert.........Joseph Bali, Accordlontat
Lecrure “Pay Dirt”

Children's Hour.
Admlasion 35¢, Children 200

Hon. Willlam L. Harding
Admission S0c, Children 25c

FRIDAY AFTERNOON
Popular Coneart........Collegs Singing Girls
Children's Hour.
Admission 35¢, Children 20

FRIDAY EVENING
Concort....... olicge Sluging Girls
Magtc and Mystery...Brush and Company
Introducing spectacular illusions
Admission T5c, Chilaren t0c

SATURDAY AFTERNOON

Novelty Program......Herrlek and Jensen
Children’s Hour.
Leeturs oo Purified. Politics”™

Ben A. Arneson
Admission 3¢, Children 20¢

SATURDAY EVENING

Herrick and Jensen in "Something Dif-
ferent”

3. Franklin Cavepy, Cartoonlst and Clay

Modeler.
Admission 50c, Children 25¢

(KIMBALL PEANO USED)




Corn Festival Parade To Be
Spectacnlar Event of the Day

First Division to be Lead by Swanton School Band
Followed by School Groups
and Floats

HORSE SHOW NEW FEATURE IN LINEUP

Line of March to Move Promptly at One o’Clock,
According to J. A. Weir,
in Charge

The spectacular parades which have been one of the
main features of previous Corn Festivals will not sur-
pass the one planned for this year. The parade will
be in charge of Capt. J. A. Weir, who will lead it
throughout the line of march. According to Mr. Weir

German Bands

the parade will begin
promptly at one o’clock
and all float and displays
must be in line at that
time, next Thursday, Oc-
tober 4th, ready for the
whistle to blow.

Some changes noted elsewhere in the
paper: the free entertainment stage
will be located on the Koepfer lot,
the cafeteria will be moved from
Dodge St. intersection to Broadway
in front of the old Hallett Hotel block.
The German Village will be on the
depot grounds instead of in the old
noodle factory and close by will be
a hot dog and hamburg stand. The
bandstand will be on North Main.
Everyone will want to remain to the
end as they may be the winner of the
nice new maroon colored car.

SWANTON CORN FESTIVAL

These articles appeared in
the Swanton Enterprise
Thursday, September 27, 1933

Some of the entertainment:

Donkey Baseball Games
Fulton Co. Orchestra
Swanton School Band
148th Infantry Band

Sob Busters (6 rube musicians)

Horse

Hall (Opera House).

First Corn Festival Was
Held Here in Year 1908

The first Swanton Corn Festival

was held in the year 1908 and was
an event sponsored by the mer-
chants of the village as a good will
gesture to the citizens of the com-
munity. Everything was free. It
was just a day of fun and frolic
for everyone. The merchants de-
frayed all expenses.

Jake Lochbihler, deceased, the
first president of the Commerce
club, was master of ceremonies for
that first event twenty-six years
ago. For several years the Corn
Festival was put on in the same
manner, and then for a few years
was dropped entirely. In 1918 a
festival designated as Soldier's
Day was given and later the idea
grew into erecting a monument,

or building a library as a memor-
ial of the World War soldiers.

Finally the thought of a Mem-
orial Park was advanced and Mr.
L. N. Pilliod organized a group to
purchase the first parcel of land
which was added to and is now
what citizens of Swanton and sur-
rounding vicinity proudly boast as
Swanton Memorial Park, with a
beautiful landscaped entrance, ball
diamond, tennis courts and play-
ground.

After twenty-six years the 20th
Corn Festival is rededicated to the
spirit of cooperation of its citizens
as motivated the first day back in
1808. May they continue with as
much Success in the years to come.

Red Ted the Wonder Dog and Clowns
Show and
Dance to begin at 9 in the Athletic
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Corn Stalks, Flags and colorful bunting set
off both floats and horses on these sopho-
more and senior entries.
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John Borck, his name spelled out
in Harvest Apples, brings this
beautifully decorated float to the
parade. A prize of $10 was awarded
for the ‘“Best Display of Farm
Products.”

Mr. Borck has a large variety in-
cludilllg squash, pumpkins, and
corn. Also included were jars of
home canned produce.

Even a large box of Corn
Flakes was featured on this
float of the Main Street
grocery partners, Wilcox
Bros. and Martin. Could
those be small boxes of
matches used to spell out
the stores name?
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Merchants proudly advertised
their services on both horse

drawn and motor car floats.

October 5, 1911

Parade continues across Rail-
road tracks headed south.

Pictured at left is a closer
view of the famous engine
complete with its own
decorations.



Horses were called upon to
pull wagons advertising
other “‘modes” of travel on
these floats by local mer-
chants.

Could this be the fore-
runner of a travel trailer
complete with bathroom?
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The ladies took an active part in planning
the day’s festivities.

Art, Baked Goods and Relics

will be displayed on Broadway, at the
Zeller Coal Co.
SYVANTON CORN FESTIVAL, THURSDAY, OCTGRER 2, 1924

ART DEPARTMENT

i — EMIROIDERY Napkins (six) 500 .28
) Door Panel 0 .25
1 Sheets and Ui v Cases Boudoir Cap - 0 .25
2 Pillow Cases . Eootees . .25 15
3 Lineheon . Cy B -
+ Center Piece .. 25 me: 166 — T‘“Tncro 25
§ Buet set 29 Pillow Cases D50 25
7 enilds 30 Doily 50 .25
N 31 Handl .25 .18
[ ADS
32 Embroidered .
pys i i b2l .
33 Quiited
8 Quitted Floats required lots of ‘“‘woman power” as evidenced
..... 35 French Knot

14 Couch Pillow CLASS B — 3
36 Luncheon get cross stiteh .50
37 Towel cross stiteh . .25
38 Rugs Crocheted ..
29 Sweater Cracheted .
10 Sweater Knitted __
41 Lamp Shades

in these 1912 and 1920 entries. (But there is a man
driving.)

25
a5
.25

Pillow
18 Sheets and Pillow Cases
19 Y.ancheon Set .
20 Center Picce
21 Towel

Comnittee:

BAKED GGODS

CLASS ¥

b4 Lemon 25
Apple .25
Berry 25

Comniittee:
Ars, Rlamche Neis

Mrs. Day -
Alrs. Meda $ufdy

50 \ncel Food
31 Spenze

52
55

La
Lay

v-Davk

GLD BELICS AND CURIOS

1 2}l old relies and curios and let us all @

ize i

Committee:

Mrs. Ella Merrill
Mrs. Erman Moorman
Alrs. Geo. Ackerman

All Iialed roods will be auctioned at 4:00 P. M. Day of Corn Festival.
All Raked goods on exhibition are the property of the Festival Commiitee
and the proeceeds of the sale will go (o improve Memorial Park,

Trin

Baked Goods to Art Department on morning of Corn Festival Day, not
9:00 A. M.
> all articles in Needle Work Department to Art Department on Wednes-
adbirierncon, October Ist.  All Art Goods to b left in Department until 4:00 P. M.
Premiums will be paid by check within one week from date of Corn Festival.
GENERAL COVRUTITES: — MRS, H. €. FROGLEY, Hamy P. Hall

Ladies pictured here are Molly Manley, Mildred Eldredge,
and Mrs. Doren.
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Ed Brindley (pictured left) owner of Brindley
Furniture Store, dresses up to march in Corn
Festival Parade and delight the viewers. Below is
John R. Fels who must have decided to join the
parade on horseback in 1934. Mr. Fels’ 1923 parade
entry (pictured left) was a more modern mode of
travel.
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The school children all took
an active part in the spirit
of the parade as is witnessed
in these early photos of
wagon loads of grade and
high school pupils and their
teachers.

1915

Even on foot the young people came
through with flying colors.




Crowd scenes do not change much over
the years as shown in this 1911 above and
the two below of later years. Booths lined
both sides of Main Street. The round tent
across the tracks could have been the
merry-go-round.
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Parade entries over the
o years
oerd

EANSTR gy

This Koepfer Hardware entry shows 1946 — DeSoto from Girdham and Beard.
the 1936 Maytag washer. Ride the ferris wheel and see the parade.
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Peggy Klein and Mary Ann Klein
ride the beautifully decorated 1941
Koepfer Hardware float.

Note popcorn
wagon at curb
in picture
at left.

LaFrance movie
theatre marquee
provides a seat for

one parade viewer.

Merchants and service clubs used
lovely young ladies on their parade
entries.
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Art Barrie on Main Street getting information for a WSPD radio
advertisement for Swanton’s famous Corn Festival about the year
1950.

Being interviewed here is Dick Harding owner of the Buckeye
Chevrolet. Seen with him are Durb Noe, Art Ruggles, Ralph Harding,
Fern Lehman, Francis Sham, Bill Watts, Julius Gombash, Lottie
Matzinger and the Matheny and Kline girls.

S

\\:— The Zebra Kid, well known Toledo wrestler, was one of the
A=
Wi Dig features of the 1949 Corn Festival Parade. A wrestling
show was part of the day’s festivities.



Themes were varied over the years
as we see in these first, fourth, and
seventh grade floats.

You need a ladder to get up on this float in the above picture.

Picture on right shows pupils who didn’t practice safety

first — wore bandages as those in the rear.

The villagers are asked to vote for
a School Bond on the junior high
entry.
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Miss Castle’s 5th graders are lined up before the parade in 1936.
BACK ROW: Julie Pinkleman, David Schondel, Jim Buckenmeyer, Janice Overmyer, Alice Miller, Evelyn
Michael, ? ? ? , Esther Kurth, ? ? ? | Agnes Welch, Arden Good, Earl Gearing, ? ? ? . FRONT ROW: Ellen
Adams, Phyllis Kinney, Rose Ann Camp, Paul Spengler, Edward Lamb, “Dog Tray”, Burl Davis, Frank
Dennis, Bob Poole, ? ? ? , ? ? ? , Bonnie Hill, Edwina Judson, Carl Nichols, ? ? ? | Betty Lou Spaulding.

The United Nations are honored in these entries.
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GRADE SCHOOL FLOATS LED BY SCHOOL BAND

qo
| B¥E KU
RNl
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The theme of the above float is most appropriate for this our

country’s bicentennial. This group was seen in one of the last

Corn Festival Parades.
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So long as the good fellowship
that has been productive of much good
in this community continues to predom-
inate and prevail, and so long as our cit-
izens continue to work together for any and
every common good, we shall go forward,
making this part of the world a better place

in which to live, and a more delightful one

k4

in which to grow old

An excerpt from a speech
given to Swanton Commerce
Club by Mr. M. J. Linchan
in 1940.
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A place }or your own

special mementos o} Swanton.
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